b.) Remarks 

Claim 1 5 has been amended in order to recite the present invention with the 
specificity required by statute. No new matter has been added. 

Claims 6-8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Dunican et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,797,509). The Examiner states that Dunican's SEQ 
ID N0:1 encodes a peptide having transaldolase activity and is 98.7% identical to SEQ ID 
N0:2 herein. Dunican '509 claims benefit or provisional application No. 60/142,915 filed 
July 9, 1999. The '915 application is said to teach SEQ ID NO: 1 at pages 10-15. 

Solely in order to reduce the issues and expedite prosecution herein, claim 6 
is cancelled. Accordingly, claims 7, 8 and 15 now all depend from allowed claims 4 or 5. 
Therefore, the rejection is mooted and withdrawal thereof is earnestly solicited. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks. Applicants submit that the 
claims are all now in allowable condition. Accordingly, reconsideration and allowance of 
this application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 4, 5, 7, 8 and 15 remain presented for continued prosecution. 
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